"GUARD THE GOSPEL: THE PASTORAL EPISTLES FOR TODAY"
Carl S. Hofmann

Week Three: Thursday, September 25, 2014

Preliminaries...
1.
Coffee: thank you to volunteers!

2.
Consult the class website for previous handouts and audio files: fpcboulder.org/guard-the-gospel

3.
High school intern needs housing!
Review

- 1Timothy so far: deviant doctrine, the Law's function, the gospel's power
Today's Text: 1Timothy 2:1-15

- Two interpretive keys: 1) look for repeated words; 2) imagine the opposite


- Questions?!! 

- A third reading with comments...
Textual and Theological Reflection
1.
Appropriate gospel inclusiveness

A.
The likely problem at Ephesus: spiritual elitism and/or Jewish exclusiveness


B.
God's desire for an inclusive salvation (v 4)


C.
God's oneness (v 5a)



- "Our exclusive faith (there is one God, and no other) leads necessarily to our inclusive mission (the one God wants all men to be saved)" (Stott, Guard the Truth, 67)

D.
Christ's role as only mediator (v 5b)


E.
Christ's one ransom (v 6)


F.
Paul's calling as apostle to the Gentiles

2.
The importance of prayer


A.
For all people (where are our intercessory blind spots?)


B.
For leaders in high positions. How needed today!

C.
By men in the church, with holiness and peaceable spirits
3.
The role of women in the Church

A.
Suitable dress for focused worship (vv 9-10)


B.
A mandate for learning in humility (v 11)

C.
No teaching or (improper) authority--then, there in the Ephesian church (v 12)


- Principles of Reformed Bible interpretation: harmony and history. How do we sift out what is abiding and what is temporary? What is cultural (for those Christians, then) and what is ongoing (for all Christians, now)?



- one method: using Scripture to interpret Scripture 


- A quick review of women in teaching and leadership in the Bible: Deborah the judge (Judg 4); the day of Pentecost--the Spirit poured out on male and female for prophecy (Joel 2:28-29//Acts 2:17-18); Priscilla (and Aquila) teaching Apollos (Acts 18:26 and Romans 16:3); Phoebe the deacon (Rom 16:1); Junia, "prominent among the apostles" (Rom 16:7); and women prophesying in worship (1Cor 11:5).


- also keep in mind big principles: creation and redemption


D.
Illustration of Adam and Eve (vv 13-15)



- Eve needed better instruction in God's Word (Adam, take note!)



- saved "through the birth of THE CHILD"  and continued faith


E.
Questions and Discussion
Practical Take-Aways:

1.
True gospel inclusiveness (based on faith exclusiveness!) breaks down barriers, illumines blind spots, compels us outward in mission. Where--in our practice, vision, prayer--do we limit the gospel's true inclusiveness?

2.
Women in ministry: With the Spirit's gifting, God's call, and careful training women are to be celebrated and followed in their leadership and ministry. Where do we stand on this issue?


3.
Widening our prayer practices: how wide do we cast our prayer nets? For what and whom are we praying--privately and corporately?

